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�e first component of the new program will be introduced in Fall 

2009 in the form of Modern Greek language classes at elementary, 

intermediate and advanced levels. In addition, the program will 

foster research on modern Greece in areas such as national and 

regional identity construction, immigrant communities, minori-

ties, and multiculturalism. In the longer term, and contingent 

upon the level of support generated, the program aims to lay the 

foundation for the establishment of an Endowed Chair in Modern 

Greek Studies at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

�e academic supervision of the program is currently under the 

direction of Professors Marina Terkourafi (mt217@illinois.edu) and 

Angeliki Tzanetou (tzanetou@illinois.edu).  

A NEW ACADEMIC PROGRAM

MODERN GREEK AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

FOR MORE INFORMATION

�e program in Modern Greek Studies at the University of Illinois 

represents a collaborative achievement among several units across 

campus, which are supporting it with their knowledge and 

expertise. �e School of Literatures, Cultures and Linguistics, the 

Department of Linguistics, the Department of the Classics, the 

European Union Center, the Center for South Asian and Middle 

Eastern Studies, the Russian, East European and Eurasian Center, 

INTERDISCIPLINARY EFFORT

the Program in Comparative and World Literature, the program 

in Second Language Acquisition and Teacher Education, the 

Center for Translation Studies and Dalkey Archive Press are 

among the units on whose strengths the new program will be 

building.

�e University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign and the Commit-

tee on Modern Greek Studies are proud to announce the creation 

of a new program in Modern Greek Studies. �e mission of the 

program is to foster the study of Greek language, history and 

culture and to explore past and current perspectives on Hellenism.

In creating this new program, our 

University is joining a growing 

trend among leading institutions 

of higher learning in North 

America, offering programs in 

Modern Greek Studies dedicated 

to the study of the language, literature, culture, and history of 

modern Greece. We are also continuing an educational tradition 

started by the Greek-American community in Chicago, one of the 

largest in the US and historically the first to take an active interest 

in Greek-speaking education, whose geographical proximity to our 

campus is an important asset in our efforts. 
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